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EDITORIAL. 


Signs are not wanting that the policy we have so often 
urged in these pages, that the present is the appropriate time 
for all public libraries to pay strict and systematic attention 
to their collections upon science and its technological and 
industrial applications, is being adopted by several libraries. 
An interesting example is that of Richmond, where a special 
“ trades ”’ section is to be formed having as its purpose the 
collecting and segregating of industrial literature, and Aber- 
deen has formed a sub-committee to revise its collections 
similarly. No librarian believes there is anything novel in 
either case, since the competent librarian is continually 
reviewing his collections with the object of replacing obsolete 
works; but the public particularising of the technology 
sections is at the moment a policy the wisdom of which cannot 
be gainsaid. Moreover, numbers of books on important, 
but little understood, industries are coming from the press 
at present, and an unusual alertness is necessary to prevent 
them passing out of notice. Further, definite advertising 
of the books was never more desirable. In this connexion 
we have not seen any recent lists more calculated to serve 
the purpose than those issued by the Coventry Public Libraries, 
and not their least virtue is their unpretentious character— 
they are single leaflets with brief library information, a care- 
fully selected set of titles, and an invitation to manufacturers, 
artisans and other readers to use the telephone in their search 
for information. We do not suppose that a very great number 
will avail themselves of the privileges these collections and 
bulletins offer ; but it is all-important that they should exist. 
A keen publicity spirit, which is not ashamed of or deterred 
by lack of visible results, is required now in order to reach the 
employer and the young worker in particular. Many methods 
suggest themselves: Lists posted at workshops, special cata- 
logues such as that issued by Gateshead, bulletins such as 
those at Coventry, even visits from the librarian to the various 
factories, workshops, business houses and schools. Some of 
these have been tried, we know, but the circumstances of two 
years ago are not those of to-day; and, if results were dis- 
couraging in the past, they need not be so now ; and, in any 
case, new efforts should be made. 
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We have already expressed our opinion that although their 
ordeal will be a fiery one, public libraries will come out of 
the war period with small loss of prestige. This is in the 
very nature of the case if the intellectual level of the English 
speaking people is to be maintained and lifted. It is, therefore, 
with regret rather than apprehension that we record this 
month a few curtailments of library facilities. Even New- 
castle, which is a definitely progressive library, is now closing 
its doors for several hours daily ; Barnsley, having lost to the 
Army two successive librarians, has now closed its book 
departments until after the war ; and Stockton finds it necessary 
to close its library in order to give the staff its annual holiday. 
We feel sure that solid reasons must have been forthcoming 
for the steps in every case, but we do not view them with 
equanimity. Some system of co-operation amongst librarians 
might have led to help being lent in some cases, but the Library 
Association, which might have enunciated a method in this 
matter, has unfortunately chosen this time to become a 
passive force. 


Our last remark leads us to explain the recent attitude 
of THe Lrprary Wortp towards the Library Association. 
Some readers who have not followed our intentions regularly 
seem to infer that we are antagonistic and merely disruptive 
in our criticism. This is not so. We believe the Library 
Association to be necessary; that it should be adhered to 
by all librarians ; and we appreciate its record of work. The 
war, however, has brought a multiplicity of problems and 
difficulties which need a collective solution, and in their 
need librarians have naturally looked for help to their Associa- 
tion—and they have looked in vain. Where the fault lies 
we dare not say. It may be in the profession as a whole ; 
there is a well-worn saying that every society receives the 
government that it deserves. On the other hand, it is re- 
markable that of late years the Council has never legislated in 
advance of the demands of the members, and since the war 
began its lack of inspirational ideas, of an offensive and defen- 
sive propaganda, of the preparation of lists of literature on 
war and for peace, of a policy of protection for libraries and 
library workers, has been painfully evident. Educationalists 
are meeting, planning, and resolving, and columns of argu- 
ments and views appear in the newspapers ; but the Library 
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Association has been silent, the speaking voice of the greatest 
book-distributing agency in existence has been altogether 
dumb. In short, the Library Association has great interests 
committed to its care, has carefully avoided serving them, 
and is proving unworthy of its trust. From these important 
considerations our criticism proceeds; and although we 
cannot hope to penetrate the wall of complacent conservatism 
which the Council has set around itself, we can enlighten our 
readers upon the omissions of the Council, and we should fail 
ry in the duty of a professional journal if we did not 
this. 


One of the most notable facts of current library practice 
is the gradual but undoubted disappearance of the printed 
catalogue of public libraries. Twenty years ago no library 
was considered to be equipped which did not possess a printed 
guide to its contents. Now it will be found on examination 
that the important catalogues of municipal libraries can be 
counted on the fingers of two hands. Fewer catalogues 
reach us now than ever before, and the library magazine 
is being multiplied. It seems that most libraries are content 
with manuscript catalogues and with published lists of their 
additions. This is one inevitable result of the advance of the 
open-shelf method of administration ; the need for the cata- 
logue as a book-finding tool has largely disappeared. The 
great advantages that have led to this result are undoubtedly 
worth the loss involved, but we cannot help a somewhat 
conservative regret for the disappearance of the printed 
catalogue. It was an informative link between libraries, 
and to some extent it enabled librarians to make actual use 
of the resources of other libraries. It is good to know that a 
coveted book exists; it is better to know which library 

ing it is nearest at hand, and this, as a rule, can only be 
known by the possession of our neighbours’ catalogues. We 
fear, however, that time and facts are against the general 
survival of the printed complete catalogue. 


EPIGRAMS. 
1.—My ANnnuaL REPORT. 
Here is the cream of high romance, 
And castles builded of the sky ; 
Take, brother, at the leaves a glance 
That vulgar burgesses pass by. R.J. 
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REGIONAL SURVEYS & PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


HE subject presented by Mr. C. C. Fagg to the March Meeting 
of the Library Association is significant, and so interesting 
that an abstract of his arguments should be made in these 


The Regional Survey, as explained by Mr. Fagg, is a systema- 
tising and reinforcing of the local collection. In the local collection 
the librarian, whatever his resources may be, is limited by the 
amount of material available, and it is no part of his business as 
librarian to fill up the gaps in local topographical literature and 
records from his own researches. This is the business of the regional 
surveyor. His object is to plot out a small part of the country, 
and to make an organised study of its inhabitants, plant, animal 
and human, from every conceivable aspect, and to co-relate the 
information so as to give a complete picture of the developments 
and present features of the region. Such a task requires the help 
of every class of student from the geologist to the sociologist ; and 
from the data they gain it will be possible to bring about civic and 
rural improvements such as town planning, with complete first- 
hand knowledge of all the factors involved in the district. The 
movement had its beginning in the work of Professor Patrick 
Geddes, who made a pioneer survey of Edinburgh, which is to be 
seen there in his Outlook Tower, where he continues his work, and 
it has spread to various places, such as Oxford, Salisbury, Teesdale, 
Lambeth, Saffron Walden, and Westminster. The special survey, 
however, dealt with by Mr. Fagg was the Croydon Survey, which 
is being conducted by the Croydon Natural History Society. 


The methods of the Survey are as follows :—A region having 
at its centre a town, city, or village, is mapped out. At Croydon 
it is an area of some 200 square miles, an area small enough to be 
manageable, and large enough to give general results. The aim is 
to supply concise data, and wherever possible to set this down on 
maps. It is quite surprising how great a variety of information 
can be placed upon maps so long as no attempt is made to put all the 
information upon the same map. A large number of faintly- 
printed one-inch maps of the region, which the Ordnance Survey 
Department supply in quantities of 200 or 500 at greatly reduced 
prices, are used for the purpose. In addition, however, photo- 
graphic records and other illustrations of the region are made. 
One of the needs of the movement is a conspectus of the field to be 
covered, which could be adapted to any region. This introduces 
the question of classification and notation. The Decimal system 
of notation devised by Dewey is very suitable for this material, 
but Dewey’s Classification will not meet the needs of the case, 
owing to the difference between a general collection of books and 
a collection of survey material. The librarian must provide for 
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everything, but the Regional Survey is selective, and 90 per cent. 
of Dewey’s headings would not appear in it. Mr. Fagg suggested 
the following outline decimal classification, which needs enormous i 


sub-division :— 
o General Methodology. 6 Primitive Man. 4 
1 Geology. 7 Historic Development 
2 Meteorology. (Descriptive). i 
3 Hydrography. 8 Social Evolution (Interpre- 
4 Vegetation. tative). 
5 Animal Life. 9 Incipient Evolution. 


This Mr. Fagg explains as follows :— 

“In making a regional study the geology of the region is 
of the first importance. It is the bed rock, both literally and 
metaphorically speaking, upon which all else is built. Palzon- 
tology is a subject not to be ignored, but except in Quar- 
ternary deposits, or as an aid to zoning strata, it has no special 
regional significance. It is the present disposition of the 
strata and their mineralogical characters which have so potent 
an influence upon the whole life of the region. 

“Partly dependent upon the geology, partly competing 
with it as an influence upon life (and largely reacting upon it) 
is the meteorology of the region, the rain and sunshine, wind 
and temperature. The interplay of meteorological phenomena 
and geological formations determines the hydrography, that 
is the surface and underground drainage of the region, and gives 
rise also to the denudation of the rocks. 


“Directly dependent upon the geology and meteorology 
in their respective roles of edaphic and climatic ecological 
factors, is the vegetation, which in turn reacts upon them. 
Dependent again upon the vegetation, climate and geology, 
and reacting in a multitude of ways upon the first and last, 
is the animal life. Finally, we have mankind dependent upon 
the whole environment, and to an ever-increasing extent 
master of it. It is in mankind and his contemporaries that we 
find a link with recent paleontology, and we have to follow 
his career, partly modified by and largely modifying his natural 
environment, from his advent in our region through the realms 
of archzology and history to that of modern sociology. 


“ Primitive man is worthy of a place to himself, and from 
the dawn of history the human survey is better divided into 
two parallel branches. The one which I have provisionally 
called ‘ Historical Development,’ will take each of the many 
subdivisions of social study, ¢.g., population, language, land 
tenure, housing, family life, local administration, and so forth, 
and describe its development from the earliest times to the 
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present with an unlimited degree of detail, while the other, 
which I have called ‘ Social Evolution,’ will aim at recon- 
structing as a whole, and estimating the significance of, each 
successive phase of human history. Such a study is at once 
the most important, and the most difficult part of a regional 
survey, but, based as it will be upon an appreciation of all the 
underlying factors, it cannot fail to throw much light upon 
current social phenomena, and enable us to appreciate, if not 
to direct, the incipient tendencies of social evolution in our 
region.” 


A bibliography of regional surveying is an urgent need, and 
this would form a splendid subject for the thesis of a graduating 
librarian, “ if,”’ as the author remarks, “it were less in the nature 
of a life work.”” Certain of the work of the survey can be done in 
the study or library, but much of it must be done in the field, and 
investigations into all the subjects covered by the classification 
must be recorded on the maps. 


When the material of the regional survey is obtained it should 
be housed in the Public Reference Library, “‘ where the librarian 
as well as being an expert custodian of such things, stands as a 
connecting link between the Regional Surveyors and the public. . 
While I have indicated certain special directions in which the ser- 
vices of the librarian are valuable to the regional surveyor, I would 
like to plead still more for their close co-operation all along the 
line. This is the course we have pursued at Croydon, where Mr. 
Jast and his staff, including his successor, Mr. Sayers, have been a 
great source of strength to our survey in its tender years. It is a 
course we have pursued, and shall I hope continue to pursue, 
greatly to the advantage of the survey as an undertaking and of 
the library as an institution.” 


Mr. W. T. Berry, of the St. Bride Institute Library, who is 
on active service in East Africa, writes in a recent letter the following 
interesting note :— 


““ At Mombasa I discovered a public library in the native quarter. 
The building was quite a decent affair, consisting of one large room 
with tables displaying many periodicals in Greek, Hindustani, Swahili, 
and other strange languages, which I could not identify. The library 
consists chiefly of African travel and adventure, and a very fair collection 
of fiction. I noticed some in Hindu, but the majority were in English, 
although the town can only boast of 300 English people. I tried hard 
to find out something interesting about the institution, hoping to be able 
to supply a paragraph or two which might be acceptable, perhaps, to the 
Liprary Wor bp, but it was too near closing time, and the old Indian 
in charge refused to be interested in me!” 

F.W.T.L. 
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A MONOLOGUE IN VERY BLANK VERSE. 


Now at the pale meridian of night, 

I close the volume I had longed all day 

To read, and make my badge of office ‘fast, 

My armlet blue and white ; and ere the moon 
Dips down the western rim of night, I go— 

My hidden staff of strength, my truncheon, hid 
Behind me to revive my drooping might 

In uncompanioned hours—to pace with long, 
Majestically slow and potent strides ; 
The lonely ways where sickly lamp-post gleams 
With faint illumination show the dark : 

To search for lights illicit ; alien plots ; 

And publicans without the law, who vend 
Immoral whiskey to immoral men ; 

And burglars armed or otherwise ; and late 
Club-loving, elevated citizens 

Whom wives await with penalties of speech 
More potent than the terrors of the law. 


I pace in meditative vigilance 
Then halt, as through the night a Tending shriek 
Curdles the blood—a babe’s expiring pangs 
Made vocal, or a murdered woman’s shrill 
Last agony! With starward-rising hair 
I grasp my trusty truncheon, blow a blast 
That splits the night upon my whistle ; rush 
Impetuous to the fray ; and swift arrive 
To scatter in a darkened garden way 
The shrieking victims now made manifest— 
Three feline monsters whose melodious notes 
Of courtship I had brought to sudden close. 
Then, quivering with contempt and anger shrill, 
A female head, becurled, above is thrust 
From forth a window, heaping on my head 
Opprobious blame both for the serenade, 
And for the storm wherewith I scattered it. 
“‘ In woman there is no philosophy,” 
I utter, as the sub-inspector comes, 
Hot-foot with succour ; he, with panting pomp, 
Hearkens my story, and, with irony, 
(Such is the nature of inspectors) then 
Looking adown his venerable nose, 
Makes murmur in his venerable beard : 
“* What futile fancies fizzle in the brains 
Of these half-dreaming bookmen! Trees they make 
Strange monsters, ghosts of shadows, groans of barks, 
And shrieks of miaows, et cetera. Good-night, 
And have a care an ear-wig bite you not!” 
And so departs, majestical and slow ; 
While I, humiliated under stars 
That sprinkle heaven with myriad tingling lights, 
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Like golden pepper on an azure cloth, 
Regain my shattered breath and dignity 
Before I pass upon my sombre beat 

Down where the river swirls below the road 
With stars inverted in it—where my steps 
Tread ’till the gradual dawn. 


These many nights 
In vision I have shackled arméd spies, 
And seen marauding Zeppelins collapse 
In flame a moment ere they shed the bomb 
Of ruin on my Gothic library ; 
Have saved the worshipful the Mayor from death 
By dynamite that murder laid ; and I, 
An aureole round my head, promotion sure, 
Thrill’d with my tale the morrow’s spell-bound Bench, 
Ah me! those nights! In vision they remain ; 
While I pursue my chill nocturnal round 
Where burglars, spies, and villains never come. 
And so, beside the swirling stream, to-night 
I dream of more heroic comrades—he, 
Calm Stewart, who beneath fair Rouen spires 
Teaches the young idea how to shoot 
With maxims or more up-to-date machines ; 
Of Checketts, who keeps sure the parapet 
With Patrick, Howe, and nearly half a score 
Proud sons of Birmingham ; and Carter tall 
Who wears the star that shows the adjutant 
(At least I think a star the rank proclaims) ; 
Of Cashmore clerking to a callow brood 
Of scarely-feathered officers ; of him, 
Grave Prideaux, bearing arms I know not where, 
But worthily, I know ; and hundreds more, 
Who turned o’er many books with me, and fought 
The subtle arguments the catalogue 
Excited, and the indicator’s worth 
Or otherwise, and whether Dewey ruled 
Or Brown or Cutter. Like a mist to-night 
That wraps a myriad futilities 
These combats seem ; and yet a worth was theirs 
To make each know and love the other more. 


Thus onward ; "till the rayless orb of day, 
A ball of molten gold, rolls up the brim 
Of earth, and vivifies a hundred cocks 
Who serenade the coming day with notes 
Unlovely ; yet methinks I love the sound, 
That signifies release. I turn to home, 
Put off my garments, bathe, and shave, and then,— 
Appropriately dressed, of course, remark,— 
With conscious pride of duty done, partake 
The fare my wife and Providence provide, 
(Wherein I joy to think they oft agree !) 
Before I go to serve the cause of light 
Within the portals of my library. 


ROBERT JOHNSON. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 
VIEWS CURRENT. 


I.—NO MONTHLY MEETINGS. 


E hear with regret and surprise that the Library Association 
Council has decided to discontinue its monthly meetings 
until after the War. The decision is, in our opinion, 

most unwise, although something may be urged in its favour. 
The meetings were undoubtedly ill-attended, but their influence 
was useful, and they formed a meeting-ground for those who 
really have librarianship at heart. Are these fewer than is generally 
believed, and are the few to be deprived for the delinquencies of 
the many? Now members of the Association, as such, have to 
depend entirely upon the Record for their intercommunication, 
and, as that journal, owing to its unpunctuality and perennial 
staleness, is the least valuable in this connexion of any journal 
that we know, this is to be deplored. The war has ruthlessly 
exposed the short-comings of the Association, and we advise our 
readers to watch its present stagnation with care. In our view 
its government has relapsed into the most conservative form in 
the history of affairs since before the purging of the Council at 
Plymouth in 1g00. If one reads the proceedings of that Plymouth 
Meeting (Library Association Record, vol. 3, p. 474), one wonders 
if they are not applicable to the present. Mr. MacAlister will 
forgive us for quoting him, but his remarks seem incontrovertible 
to-day :— 

Y. Many of the Council were tired, but had stuck to it from a sense of 
loyalty, and had gone on year after year if nominated, but when special 
work was to be done how many volunteers were there to do it ? Mighty 
few. He knew there were some members of the Council who seriously 
believed that they were so by divine right, and that there was no one 
outside the Council who was fit to be trusted with the sacred duties 
they performed. One of the best members of the Council said to him 
seriously, ‘ Who is there now outside you would put on the Council 
if there was a vacancy ?’ Such asense of self-sufficiency really appalled 
him. In the last seven or eight years there had been a very considerable 
change outside the Council. Young men had come to the front who, by 
their strenuous determination to be worthy members of the profession, 
could prove that they had the right stuff in them. But what chance 
had they to get on the Council under the present system ? ‘ I 
they had eight fresh young fellows coming into the Council every year, 
determined, now they had the chance, that they would do something, 
things would begin to move. He seriously believed that this would 
be a genuinely good thing for the Association.” 

Then Mr. Jones’ apol is characteristic to-da 

“* The best interests of the iation had been seen to coed 
grown grey in its service. The best service was an absolute trust in 
the feelings of the members and in the belief that they were going to 
elect the best men.” 


Mr. s explanation applies 
Every member who attended the London meetings knew that things 
had not been going on well, and that there was a considerable amount 
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of rottenness in the State of Denmark. The Council in their report 

talked about discreditable apathy in regard to the monthly meetings 

in London, but a great part of that was due to the inertia of the 

Council themselves ” 

And especially later remarks of Mr. MacAlister at the same 
meeting :— 

“There had been an utter breakdown of the monthly meetings in 
London. What he insisted was that they were growing tired and 
weary, and were not up to their work. They did not originate 
fresh work, and if it was proposed there was a general shrugging of the 
shoulders as to who was going to take it up. The practical work of the 
Association was carried out by the secretary and treasurer.” 

All this has again become true ; new blood, new energy, a 
policy and a purpose were never so badly needed. All the older 
men have returned, fallen upon each other’s necks, and resumed 
power—all excellent men, whose advice we value, but men lacking 
the energy and elasticity necessary for dealing with the needs of 
libraries at this time. While they reign, nothing new or progressive 
will be possible, and, if it were not for the publication of the Index 
to Periodicals and the furtive activity of the Education Committee, 
we should have good ground for suggesting that the Library 
Association had not justification for existence. 


II.—NO ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


Until the middle of July the Council made no pronouncement 
as to its intentions in regard to an Annual Meeting, an omission 
quite in keeping with the traditions of the Council. We learn 
now that a meeting in London confined to the annual business 
is all that is to occur. This, if true, emphasises the criticism we 
have just written. Whatever may be the opinion of the dozen 
or so of conservative librarians who decided this matter, the 
rank and file of librarians will object to this bland acquiescence 
in the too common suggestion that libraries have no real p 
to serve at present—for that is what the abandoning of the Con- 
ference implies. Teachers have not abandoned theirs, nor have 
other public associations, although archeological, entomological 
and other similar bodies may have done. We are not a learned 
society, but a professional one, with very important duties to 
perform in preparation for peace : duties to be performed now in 
common with the teaching associations. In relation to this 
fact the leaders of the L.A. have declared themselves to be impotent 
and helpless. lies 

II1I.—THE INDICTMENT. 

At no time perhaps in the Library Association’s history has 
it been of smaller service to our profession than during the past 
few years. This sweeping statement is justified by an intimate 
knowledge of our affairs acquired in conversation with councillors 
and members. Even the councillors are pessimistic. They know 
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what is wrong, but can find no means of putting it right. The 
Council have done very little for some time, and intend to do even 
less in the future. e Committees are concerned only with 
excuses for letting things slide. This was so before the war, and 
for the inert and procrastinating the war has been a godsend. The 
Council take no interest in our professional affairs, either to defend 
us when we are attacked, or to emphasize the usefulness of our 
work now when people are most likely to lose sight of it. Nor 
have the Council any consistent policy, or perhaps any policy. 
They have lost faith and heart. The only good work being done 
is that on the Index by a semi-private, informal social committee 
under Mr. Hulme’s leadership. The Education Committee’s 
work is slack, grows slacker ; is carried on with little care to keep 
ill-educated people out of our overcrowded profession. The 
Publication Committee scarcely publish: perhaps they think too 
deeply for utterance, or perhaps sleep : and we doubt whether all 
the flappers from Laputa would disturb their meditations or their 
repose. And everything goes by the board: everything. The 
official journal gets smaller ; duller and duller. There is to be no 
election of Council and officers ; no yearbook ; no Annual Conference; 
no monthly Association meetings in London next year ; apparently 
no monthly Council meetings; nothing. The last Conference 
enthusiastically resolved that lists of books which people might 
profitably read during war time should be compiled. The lists 
have not been compiled, and will not be compiled. Why confer ? 
Why resolve? We but waste time. Nothing is done, and we see 
little hope of anything done under the present regime. While 
some people noisily cry for the closing of libraries, the Council 
sit inert ; or if they move, do so but to close down their own business. 
Nothing, they urge, matters but the war. That is true, too; 
nothing does matter but the war. But, as the Council cannot 
fight for their country in the trenches, surely true patriotism 
demands that they should go about their own work calmly, do 
their level best for libraries and librarianship instead of sitting 
impotently wringing their hands like poor feeble old bodies con- 
fronted with diasater. We might in vain scour the length and 
breadth of the land to find choicer examples of the “ Nothing 
matters! All is lost!” brigade. 

And the Council squabble !—how they squabble! Business 
men among our members can have no conception of the length, the 
disorder, and the futility of the Council meetings. The wonder is 
not that so little or nothing is done ; the wonder is that councillors 
waste time by attending, a wonder we can only explain by the hard 
dying of hope. And all this disputation is not about the vital 
concerns of librarianship, but about our petty domestic politics. 
For example, the N.W. Branch for some time has carried on a feud 
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with the L.A. Council. What was needed to heal a 

breach was forbearance on both sides, and a little tact. The end 
was more disunion. In 1912 there was talk of taking the West 
Riding from the Northern Counties Association, and making a 
branch area of it. Then nothing came of the proposal. Now 
the dissident members of the N.W. Branch in East Lancashire 
have joined the West Riding members in a requisition for a new 
North Central Branch. Instead of fighting to remove any faults 
of administration there may be in the N.W. Branch, and so striking 
a blow for the union and right government of the Association, 
these dissenters sulk, weakly secede, and hasten to join the York- 
shiremen in forming a new body, the existence of which will ruin 
the Northern Counties L.A., and seriously weaken the N.W. 
Branch. Whatever advantage there may be in forming a new 
North Central Branch is more than offset by the exasperation 
and embittered feelings of the whole of our Northern members. 
But worse is to follow. The new branch is an additional storm 
centre: another body squabbling with London. If the N.W. 
Branch were fractious, the new branch will be equally fractious. 
What has happened already? Those who want the new branch 
argue that the past policy of the N.W. Branch has not always been 
conceived in the interests of the L.A. and the profession. The 
new branch starts with a new page ; a clean slate ; a fine thing if 
we could imagine a blameless future. But the fair white page is 
already sullied. The L.A. Council were in a quandary : they were 
bound to offend one side or the other ; either the members of the 
N.W. Branch and the Northern Counties L.A. by granting the 
requisition, or the members of the new branch by refusing it. 
Naturally they hesitated. Whereupon the promoters of the new 
branch arrogantly declared that the Council’s decision would 
not matter a jot one way or the other: in any event they would 
secede from the present northern bodies, in any event, the new 
body would be formed, if not as a branch, then as an independent 
association. That was a distinct threat. Threats have been the 
weapons used by the N.W. Branch in wringing concessions in the 
past from the L.A. Council. The new branch, thoroughly learning 
the lessons which the N.W. Branch have set them, evidently bent 
on carrying on the fractious tradition of the N.W. Branch, have 
begun their career with a threat ; whatever betide, whether the 
L.A. sinks or founders, whether the profession suffers or not, the 
promoters will go their own way, will study the interests of their 
own immediate circle rather than of the whole Association. 


With these disruptive influences at work, is it amy wonder 
that we are uneasy about the future of the L.A.? Our house is 
sorely divided against itself. The Library Assistants’ Association, 
the Liverpool and District Assistants’ Association, the Northern 
Counties L.A., the North Midland L.A., the Birmingham and 
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District L.A., the Society of Public Librarians, the Bibliographical 
Society, the Scottish Library Association, and the Library Associa- 
tion itself are independent bodies; the N.W. Branch are semi- 
independent ; the new branch will also be semi-independent. 
The Museums Association, whose work is allied with ours, are also 
independent. Is such a state of affairs good for the profession ? 
We maintain that it is not. Mr. Macalister, the President of the 
L.A., and the President-elect for the coming year, some years ago 
achieved a triumph by organising the union of the chief medical 
societies under one roof at Wimpole Street. We heartily wish 
he would add one more to his many services to librarianship by 
showing us how to form some such union of our profession and its 
allies. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


ZENODOTUS, 
THE REVELATIONS OF APOLLONIUS. 
Depending as we do upon second-hand, albeit exact, informa- 
tion concerning the inner workings of the L.A. Council, you must 
share with me my satisfaction with the letter of our mystical 
colleague. It is true that I Aad heard that the Council was doing 
something, but the variety and the enthusiasm which Apollonius 
shows to be characteristic of its secret activities are indeed gratify- 
ing. All honour to the Council, in spite of its Kitchener-like policy 
of silence ; in quiet strenuous fashion it is building the library 
profession ‘of to-morrow ; is working unceasingly for the times of 
peace ; is setting its house in order in a manner utterly self-denying 
and admirable! I hear it whispered that the announcement that 
there will be no Annual Meeting is merely part of the policy of 
energy. There #s going to be a meeting. The Publications 
Committee is meeting secretly, and already a long, virile programme 
has been arranged, and this will burst upon us in its scintillating 
completeness sometime early next month. The delay has been 
absolutely unavoidable ; the matters to be arranged have been so 
complex. A few of the topics to be dealt with are as follows :— 
1.—Conference, with papers by experts, on the literature of such 
industries as have been affected by the war. Select lists of 
books will be submitted in each subject with evaluative notes. 
2.—Libraries in munition works: a discussion. 
3.—Library finance considered in relation to the influence of 
the War on after-war national finance generally. 
4.—The training of temporary staffs, and the after-war disposal 
of them: a round-table conference. 
5.—Conference on the whole of war literature, with competitive 
lists of those books which it is essential that libraries should 
keep permanently : the lists will be assessed by popular vote. 
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There will be other discussions, all with a definite bearing upon 
the immediate future in libraries. There will, however, be no 
socialevents. Do you not think the general trend of the programme 
to be admirable ? And will it not explode the now all too prevalent 
idea that the Council is so impotent and lacking in vision that it 
is not only helpless to do anything to indicate the value of libraries 
in war time, but is also actually unaware that any need of doing 
anything exists? After what Apollonius has told us, who can 
think otherwise ? 


THE CRASSNESS OF LOCAL TRIBUNALS. 

The patriotism of the Council has been intense, and no doubt 
when rewards are distributed for meritorious service in the pro- 
moting of recruiting an elegant diploma of some sort will adorn a 
room in Caxton Hall. It is usually supposed that the Council 
is concerned with libraries and their proper support, and occasionally 
it has turned a glance at this question. en, however, the 
question of the military service of librarians and its possible disas- 
trous effect on libraries was mooted the members became patriots 
first of all and librarians secondarily. Being mainly over military 
age, they could view the matter with complacency. They told 
the world that it would be impossible to convince the military 
authorities of the necessity of retaining librarians of military age— 
they would do nothing. Pusillanimity, some short-sighted people 
would call this, but it was not so. It was sheer, burning patriotism ; 
they wanted great armies, and these “‘ other men ” were just those 
who ought to go. Now the local tribunals have exempted about 
half-a-dozen librarians, usually with the full concurrence of the 
military representative. Was it not a pity thus to spoil the self- 
sacrificing policy of the Council ? 

CONSCIENCE AT CAMBORNE. 

As I write I have not a gazetteer handy, so I don’t know 
where Camborne lies upon the map—nor do I know its librarian. 
This gentleman, however, is one of those unfortunate beings with a 
conscience which rebels at military service. The tribunal seems 
to have been kindly disposed, but the objector submitted it to a 
cross-examination, which did not save him from the hands of the 
Army authorities. His case has only one feature that concerns me ; 
that is, he was offered exemption if he would “‘ do work of national 
importance.”” From this | gather that the tribunal mean hay- 
making or pig-nurturing ; but the fact that running a good library 
is a work of vital national importance seems never to have been 
mentioned or imagined. 


THE NORTH CENTRAL BRANCH. 
The Council of the North-Western Branch have brought it to 
grief at last as we anticipated would be the case. A new constitu- 
tion is to be issued for a North Central Branch covering parts of 
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the areas of the N.W.B. and of the Northern Counties’ Branch, 
and the new Branch will revolve upon Manchester. This will 
necessarily draw about half of the membership away from the 
North-Western Branch, but it ought to intensify the activities of 
the separate areas. I hear from a friend that the constitution 
of the new body is so framed that there will be a large number— 
probably a preponderance—of non-professional members on its 
Council, and it is determined that these shall ‘‘ have something to 
do.” Excellent sentiment, which I hope will be justified. This 
determination betrays one of the weak spots in the L.A. We 
have been unable to retain outsiders because we cannot give them 
a working interest. To do this requires ideas. And who ever 
accused the L.A. in recent years of having ideas ? 


DEBTS OF HONOUR. 

I read with some amazement the other day that a town coun- 
cillor in one of our large boroughs actually proposed that the 
allowances to officials on active service should be reviewed with a 
view to their reduction, especially in the case of unmarried men. 
His argument was specious :—Now that the Military Service Act 
has made it necessary for all men to serve, it was unfair to create 
a “‘ privileged class ’’ who received allowances while many men in 

rivate business had to give up everything. There may be truth 
in this; but, so far as librarians are concerned, nearly all those 
serving went voluntarily before compulsion became a fact. They 
went, giving up prospects of promotion, marriage, and other 
privileges of civilians, in the assurance that they should not lose 
position or ultimate good. This was a definite contract upon the 
part of their corporations, and I hope that no town council will 
be found mean enough to repudiate its debt of honour. 


HOLIDAYS. 

Holidays are rather a problem this , my Zenodotus, and 
I am wondering what you think of the question. What, for 
example, do you think of Stockton Library being closed for a 
fortnight in order that the staff might go on vacation? A more 
drastic and unwise course in these hours of stress I cannot conceive. 
Few of us, indeed, have been in holiday mood, but most of us will 
serve the public more freshly, and therefore better, if we get a 
change of air and newenergy. For most of us the problem will be 
how to keep our libraries open in our absence, seeing that we have 
all more or less—mostly more—to depend on temporary staffs. I 
would rather forego my holiday than close my library. When 
you have solved the problem, let me know the result, and I will 
send you my best wishes for the health and enjoyment that a good 
holiday generates. ERATOSTHENES. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of “‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.” 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this colmun. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.) 


At Aberdeen the Libraries Committee has made a special 
enquiry into the available stock of books on chemistry and allied 
subjects, and appointed a committee of professors and other 
experts to consider the matter. These delegated the work to 
Professor Hendrick and Dr. Maitland, who recommended books 
to the total value of {86 12s. The Libraries Committee bought 
£17 of these, so apparently the Aberdeen stock is still inadequate. 


The Auckland Public Library, New Zealand, celebrated the 
Shakespeare Tercentenary on May 3rd with a most interesting 
exhibition of rare editions of Shakespeare’s works, illustrations of 
his plays, &c., in connexion with various Shakespeare festivities 
which were held in the Town Hall. Auckland possesses a copy of 
the first folio edition of 1623, the second and fourth editions, the 
Pericles of 1619, and various other valuable items which belong to 
the Grey collection. 


At Barnsley the Public Library is to be closed as regards the 
Lending and Reference departments for the period of the war. 
In the early part of the war Mr. Percy Taylor, the Librarian, 
enlisted, and now Mr. Frank J. Taylor, who has been acting as 
Librarian, has been called to the colours. 


At the annual meeting of the Dorset Book Lending Association, 
which lends books through the schools in the villages of Dorsetshire, 
it was stated that the number of books circulating was 4,170, but 
we do not learn the actual circulation of the books. For the upkeep 
of this work the Carnegie Trustees made a grant of {500. The 
character of the circulation has changed somewhat during the 
year, and the Committee had to cater in the main for schools 
rather than for villages. Acting on asuggestion of Mr. Hetherington, 
the County Education Committee has made a grant of £30 per 
annum towards the provision of teachers’ text and reference books. 
A prize essay scheme in which children submitted essays upon the 
books was very successful. 


The Annual Meeting of the London Library was held on 29th 
June, when it was reported that the issues for the year had been 
108,000, or 10,000 less than in the previous year. Nearly 7,000 
books had been acquired at a cost of nearly {1,200. The name of 
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the donor of the Fourth Folio Shakespeare is now made known. 
It is Mr. P. A. Cohen. A fire at the printers destroyed nearly all 
the remaining stock of the great catalogue issued in two volumes 
in Ig13 and 1914, and part of the supplement. As a consequence 
the catalogue will be dearer, though it must still be a remarkably 
cheap book, for the Librarian spent infinite pains upon it, and made 
it the finest thing of its kind in the country. Carlyle’s initiative 
founded this library. The scheme was very successful, and brought 
him into closer touch with many other leaders 6f thought and action, 
amongst them Gladstone, Tennyson, Forster, Helps, and Spedding. 
Mention of Spedding reminds us of a story told by Professor 
Tyndall. He was sitting at luncheon beside Carlyle one day when 
several other notable men were present, one being James Spedding. 
Tyndall was not sure of the identity of the Baconian, and whispered 
to Carlyle, “Isn’t that Spedding opposite?” Carlyle, who 
could not tolerate confidential whispers, replied impatiently and 
aloud, “‘ Yes, that’s Spedding,”” much to Tyndall’s discomfiture. 
Lord Houghton succeeded Carlyle as president of the London 
Library, and then came Tennyson, and (in 1893) Leslie Stephen. 
The last-named was greatly pleased by his election over Gladstone, 
who became his vice-chairman. Stephen wrote to a friend to 
say that he was thus made one of the few people who could be 
called superior to the G.O.M. Stephen was a_ hard-working 
president, and showed much interest in the catalogue of that date, 
then nearing completion, and rejoiced that his name was associated 
with it. 

Several complaints have been made at the action of the 
Newcastle Libraries Committee in closing the Central Library 
from 12 till 2, and from 6 tog p.m. A letter writer in the Evening 
Mail asks if an enquiry cannot be made into “ what duties are to 
be performed by the swarm of little girls now employed at the 
Library.” 


At Richmond it has been decided that a special industrial 
section shall be formed in the library to which for the time being 
books shall be attracted from all sections and new technical works 
added. Most libraries already have such works as are indicated, but 
the purpose here seems to be their gathering for the definite purpose 
of the after-war trade conflict, and of opening up commercial 
relations with countries with which our trade has been too restricted 
in the past. The resolution in which the scheme was embodied 
is as follows :—(1) That a trades section be formed in the library. 
(2) That the co-operation and advice of the following persons, 
among others, be sought : (a) Heads of local firms which are engaged 
in technical industries ; (6) heads of technical and art schools ; 
(c) prominent engineers, merchants, trade agents, and financiers 
who reside in Richmond. (3) That handbooks, periodicals, and 
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maps relating to foreign trade, particularly to that of Russia and 
South America, be provided (many of these might be obtained 
from consular offices). (4) That text books on the Russian and 
Spanish languages be placed in the section. (5) That the Board 
of Trade and the Patents Office journals, with other technical 
periodicals, be provided. (6) That the Press be asked to make a 
point of reporting on the trades section. 


The Trustees of St. Deiniol’s Library, Hawarden (the national 
memorial to Gladstone, whose library it contains), offer to men 
teachers in public, elementary and secondary schools in Wales, 
five student readerships. Each of these covers free board and 
residence for three weeks during the year 1916-17 at the Hostel, 
a charming building adjoining the library, together with third 
class return fare from any station in the Principality. Further 

rticulars are to be obtained from the Warden, St. Deiniol’s 
ibrary, Hawarden. 


Stockton Town Council has decided to close the Public Library 
from August 8th to 22nd inclusive, in order to give the Librarian 
and assistants their annual holiday. 


We noted in our last number that a member of the Twickenham 
District Council asked that the Public Library Committee should 
consider whether the {800 per annum spent on the public libraries 
could not be reduced. At the July meeting of the Library Com- 
mittee it was resolved that the Library Committee having before 
them the statistics showing the expenditure of the neighbouring 
towns, and the average expenditure for the public libraries in 
England, found that the Twickenham expenditure is not excessive 
in any direction; that it was not desirable in the public interests 
to reduce the staff or to curtail the hours of opening. 


The West Hartlepool Library has secured by gift the first pass 
issued on the Stockton and Darlington Railway, dated 1855. This 
railway, it will be remembered, was the first in England. 


The Wimborne Minster Library has received an appropriate 
gift from the Rev. C. E. Seamen in the shape of a bust of the poet, 
Matthew Prior. The story goes that Prior was a frequent visitor to 
the famous Chained Library, and happened on one occasion to fall 
asleep while reading Sir Walter Raleigh’s “‘ History of the World.” 
While he was asleep, his candle fell down, and burnt a hole through 
more than a hundred pages of the book. To repair the injury, 
Prior pasted a piece of paper about as large as a half-crown over 
each hole, and carefully, and with great minuteness, restored the 
text. The book is still preserved, and the visitor who cares to do 
so can examine the work. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION. 


SEcTION 1, LITERARY HistorY.—15 candidates sat, 7 candi- 
dates passed. Honours.—Nil. Merit—Nil. Pass.—Miss M. Aslem, 
Crowborough ; Miss G. M. Clarke, Bolton; Miss L. Cross, Man- 
chester; Miss G. Dean, Worthing; S. R. Gamble, Carlisle; J. D. 
Gifford, Bolton; F. S. Smith, London. 


SECTION 2, BIBLIOGRAPHY.—4 candidates sat, 3 candidates 
- Honours.—Nil Merit.—James Ross, Liverpool. Pass.— 
iss E. Moore, Southampton ; Miss F. E. Searight, Cheltenham. 


SECTION 3, CLASSIFICATION.—16 candidates sat, 8 candidates 

 Honours.—Nil. Merit.—Nil. Pass.—H. M. Ellison, 

lton ; Miss R. M. Elmes, B.A., Dublin; F. Jackson, Manchester ; 

J. W. Lucas, Cheltenham; J. A. Merrishaw, Darwen; J. Smith, 
Bolton; Miss M. Quinn, Bolton; Miss Whitsea, Cheltenham. 


SECTION 4, CATALOGUING.—29 candidates sat, 15 candidates 
a Honours.—Nil. Merit.—Nil. Pass.—Miss M. L. Ashton, 
iverpool ; Miss M. Barnett, Brighton; Miss D.C. Bridges, Ladies’ 
College, Cheltenham ; Miss D. C. Cant, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; 
H. M. Ellison, Bolton ; Miss R. M. Elmes, B.A., Dublin ; Miss B. 
Gill, Worthing; J. Lucas, Bolton; J. A. Merrishaw, Darwen ; 
Miss M. W. Moorhouse, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; A. J. Peck, 
Enfield ; J. Smith, Bolton; Miss D. Wallington, Warrington ; 
Miss J. Webster, Lincoln ; Miss E. M. Whitsea, Ladies’ College, 
Cheltenham. 


SECTION 5, LIBRARY ORGANISATION.—5 candidates sat, 3 candi- 
dates passed. Honours.—Nil. Merit—Nil. Pass.—R.W. Lynn, 
Sunderland ; Miss D. McLardy, Manchester; Miss G. Rees, Newport, 
Mon. 


Section 6, LiprARY RovuTinE.—18 candidates sat, 8 candidates 

Honours.—Nil. Merit.—Miss A. D. Mackintosh, Aber- 

deen. Pass.—Miss M. Barnett, Brighton ; Miss M. E. Beechey, 

Lincoln ; Miss C. M. Campbell, Govan ; Miss M. M. Embleton, 

Manchester ; Mr. J. N. Entwistle, Bolton ; Miss C. M. L. Holt, 
Malvern ; Miss F. A. Hooper, Sheffield. 


NOTE. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, PRELIMINARY TEST.—The Preliminary 
Test for candidates intending to sit at the next examination in 
May, 1917, will be held on Wednesday, 11th October, 1916, at 
2 p.m., at Caxton Hall, S.W., and at various provincial centres. 
Fee, 2s. 6d. The last date of entry is 13th September, 1916. 
Full particulars on application to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt., 
Hon. Sec., Education Committee, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 
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Second-Lieutenant FRANCIS GORDON SHIRREFF, Royal 
Berkshire Regiment, killed on July 1st, aged 34, was educated 
at Merchant Taylors’ School and Exeter College, Oxford, 
where he was an exhibitioner. He was for some years an 
assistant in the Bodleian Library, and in 1911 became a 
resident at Toynbee Hall, spending his spare time in social 
work. He was also librarian of the Historical Medical Museum, 
Wigmore Street. This post he gave up in 1915, when he 

through the aay of Court O.T.C. into the Royal 
rkshire Regiment. His commanding officer wrote :— 
“He went into the attack ina manner worthy of the best 
traditions of the Serivce, and died while leading his platoon 
as a gallant soldier.” 


Among the wounded in the recent battles is HARRY Krauss (Royal 
Fusiliers, Public Schools Batt.), of the Coventry Public Libraries. 


LIBRARIANS AND THE MILITARY SERVICE Act.—The following 
total or conditional exemptions have been granted :—Mr. Wilfred 
E. Barnes, Librarian, Greenwich ; Mr. A. Errington, Librarian, 
Batley ; Mr. Roland Hill, Librarian, Blackpool; Mr. Geo. A. 
Stephen, Librarian, Norwich; and Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
Librarian, Croydon. The temporary exemption of Mr. Clark, 
the Deputy-Librarian of West Hartlepool, which was appealed 
against from the Local Tribunal to the District Tribunal by the 
military representative, has been upheld by the District Tribunal. 
This exemption was supported by a recent meeting of the Town 
Council. At its last meeting, however, the Council registered its 
protest against the exemption by refusing to adopt the Committee’s 
minutes. The action of the Town Council is thoroughly Gilbertian. 
In almost every case exemption was granted on the plea that the 
librarian was “an administrative technical officer of a munici- 
pality,”’ and therefore could be exempted if the military representa- 
tives agreed. On the other hard, Mr. Shaw, librarian of Bury, 
who is unmarried, was ordered to report himself for service. Nearly 
all the eligible chief librarians have now been dealt with, and the 
majority have been exempted. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 

Mr. BRAMWELL, the veteran librarian of Preston, has published 

a book recording his experiences and reminiscences, which is 

described by the Preston Herald as being “ bright, humorous, 
and human.” 

Mr. WILLIAM PRIDEAUx, Librarian of Camborne, was fined {2 

and handed over to the military authorities for failing to report for 

military service. Mr. Prideaux objected on conscientious grounds, 
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and on the 2oth May was granted exemption conditional upon his 
undertaking some work of national importance. This Mr. Prideaux 
refused to accept. The Camborne Library Committee has appointed 
Mr. W. J. Jenkin to act as Librarian for the time being. This does 
not mean that Mr. Prideaux has been dismissed. 

Twelve members of the Sheffield Public Library staff have 
joined the Army, and of these five are now in different hospitals :— 
Sergt. Burton (Chichester); J. C. Hopson (Netley); FReEp. 
KELLINGTON (Cambridge), all wounded ; A. S. Cressey (Dartford), 
shell shock ; W. W. THAINE (Gloucester), shell shock and acute 
rheumatism. The remainder of military age are waiting to be 
called up when necessary. 

Mr. Haro_p Tempest, Sub-Librarian of the Liverpool Athe- 
nzum, has been appointed Librarian of the Bingham Public 
Library, Cirencester. 

Mr. WILLIAM WILLIAMS, Chief Assistant, Bootle Public Libraries, 
has been appointed Sub-Librarian of the Atheneum, Liverpool. 


OBITUARY. 

We regret to hear that Mr. W. R. CREDLAND, who was for 
nearly thirty years Deputy Chief Librarian of Manchester, died on 
Tuesday, 18th July, in his sixty-seventh year. He had been in 
ill-health for the last five years, and retired from his office early in 
1915, but maintained his connection with the Reference Library 
until the last. He entered the service of the Manchester Libraries 
Committee as an assistant in 1865, and remained in their employ 
for over 50 years. Mr. Credland was appointed Deputy Chief 
Librarian in 1886, and about the same time he became secretary of 
the Manchester Literary Club, a position which he resigned last year. 

In literary circles Mr. Credland was well known and appre- 
ciated, and he has been of great service to the thousands of in- 
quirers at the Reference Library in Campfield, King Street, and 
Piccadilly during the last half century. He was an expert in the 
science of cataloguing, and possessed in a remarkable degree the 
varied accomplishments of a public librarian. He had an acquain- 
tance, at once accurate and extensive, with modern literature, both 
English and Continental, and knew French and German almost 
as intimately as a native of those countries. Mr. Credland has 
written a good deal, mostly anonymously. The interesting little 
“Handbook ” of the Manchester Free Libraries, two or three 
volumes of travel sketches entitled ‘“ Days Off,” a memoir of John 
Mortimer, and other little works bear his name. He edited the 
Manchester Quarterly Review, published for the Literary Club, for 
many years. Prior to 1900 he wrote hundreds of book reviews for 
two Manchester weekly newspapers, and for the last 15 years he 
had been one of the chief book reviewers for the Yorkshire Post. He 
was a modest and kindly man, always willing to help the student, 
and his death will be widely regretted. 
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REVIEWS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.—MANN, MARGARET. Subject 
Headings for Use in Dictionary Catalogues of Juvenile Books. 
113 pp. roin. by 7in. Cloth. Grafton. 1916. 7s. 6d. net. 
This valuable work is uniform in size and format with the large ‘‘ Subject 
Headings for Dictionary Catalogues, ” previously published by the American 
Library Association. It is offered, however, as a less exhaustive and less 
expensive guide. The subjects and references are those in the Dictionary 
Catalogue of Juvenile Books in the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, but the 
style and form have been made consistent with the A.L.A. List in order to 
— additions from that volume without loss of uniformity. The alpha- 
tical list is prefaced by a well-reasoned article on the form, methods and 
purpose of the catalogue of Juvenile books, in which a special attempt is 
made to get at the psychology of the child in relation to reading. The 
suggestions for handling subjects point out the need for : (1) The use of simple 
terms ; (2) The use of definite and specific terms ; (3) The grouping of material 
by form and special use, as myths, plays, dramatic readings, &c. ; and (4) The 
minute analysis of books. Each of these requirements is developed. A 
paragraph is devoted to the sensible suggestion that co-operation between 
the catalogue department and all other departments of the library is essential 
—a point which it is not necessary to emphasise on this side of the Atlantic. 
Various specimen analyses of classes of literature are also given, which may 
be commended to the notice of all cataloguers. 
On the whole the work is done enuientie, and it should have a wide 
circulation in the United Kingdom. 


Baitey, A. L. Library Bookbinding. Ill. 6+248 pp. 7} in. 
by 5} in. New York: H. W. Wilson Co. 1916. $1.25. 
Although bearing practically the same title as Coutts’ and Stephen’s 

well-known ‘‘ Manual,” the work before us differs considerably in its scope ; 
consequently, there is ample room for both on every librarian’s bookshelf. 
The essential difference lies in the fact that nearly half of the English work is 
devoted to the historical side of the subject, while chapters are also included on 
commercial binding, the history and principles of paper-making, and on modern 
book paper, whereas the present work is entirely practical. The author is the 
librarian of the Wilmington (U.S.) Institute Free Library, and Chairman of 
the American Library Association Binding Committee. In his own words 
“it has been the purpose of the writer . . . to set forth as clearly as 
possible the best information relating to processes, materials, routine and 
various other lesser matters pertaining to bookbinding, which must be taken 
into consideration by librarians, or by assistants in charge of binding depart- 
ments.” 
After a short introduction enunciating some general principles, the 
writer proceeds to deal in separate chapters with the following details : 
Selection of a binder ; processes ; materials ; specifications ; binding before 
purchase, and reinforcing; cost; preparations for the bindery; binding 
records and routine ; repairing, re-casing, recovering, &c. ; magazine holders ;’ 
pamphlets; and bindery in the library building. In three appendices 
are given the specifications of the U.S. Bureau of standards for book 
cloths, a three-page reading list, and a list of technical terms. 

The chapter on “ processes” describes seriatim no fewer than twenty- 
eight distinct stages through which a book passes from the time that it 
enters the bindery until it comes out again completely re-bound, and con- 
— ey pony to be kept in mind when examining a re-bound book 
n ibrary use. 
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Thirty-five pages are devoted to materials, chiefly of course leathers and 
cloths, but also touching upon such things as paste, glue, boards and thread. 
We are somewhat surprised to note that there are no actual specimens of 
leathers or cloths, and this, in our judgment seems to be an additional reason 
for using the work in conjunction with Coutts’ and Stephens’ ‘‘ Manual,” 
which includes quite a number ot such specimens. 

The chapter on “ cost” includes a valuable ‘ statement of plans for 
cutting down the cost of binding,’’ which should prove of considerable use, 
particularly in libraries with a very limited income. Libraries possessing a 
home bindery or contemplating the establishment of such a department, will 
find a wealth of information in the long chapter on repairing, re-casing, &c. 
The author is strongly of the opinion that all repairs short of actual re-binding 
should be done on the premises, and gives full particulars of materials and 
tools required, and detailed instructions for re-casing, repairing, &c. 

The physical form of the volume is excellent from the points of view 
of type, paper and binding. The illustrations are very few, and are of the 
diagram kind. 


1,600 Business Books: a List by Authors, by Titles, and by 
Subjects. Compiled by Sarah B. Ball. 166 pp. New York: 


H. W. Wilson Co. 1916. 75 cents. 

This work is a catalogue of the purely business books in the Business 
Branch of the Free Public Library, Newark, N.J., and is issued under the 
supervision of John Cotton Dana, the Librarian. It does not include general 
reference works on economics, science or technology which may be found 
in the main catalogue, and the bulk of this bibliography is a good criterion 
of the growth of special business literature during the past few years. The 
subject-headings agree, in the main, with the index-headings of the 
Library of Congress, but in some cases modifications are introduced from the 
specialist point of view. For instance, Congress reserves the heading 
“ Accounting ”’ for general works, referring out accounting for special pur- 
poses and industries to sub-heads of those subjects ; ¢.g., Banks and Banking— 
Accounting : Electric Lighting—Accounting ; &c. This bibliography reverses 
this system, bringing these subjects as sub-heads of Accounting, a better 
arrangement from the accountant’s point of view. Of course references 
are given in the other direction. Duplication of entries is commendably rare, 
the references from one subject heading to others having been, apparently, 
carefully compiled and checked. One amusing instance of duplication occurs, 
however, under Salesmanship. This heading is divided by industries, 
references being provided e¢.g., Hardware—Salesmanship, see Salesmanship 
—Hardware. As, however, a reference, Canvassing see Salesmanship, exists, 
we have the somewhat peculiar heading Salesmanship—ZJmsurance, and 
these cases are repeated under Insurance in their appropriate divisions 
of Fire, Life, &c. Of course, where a work deals with two obviously distinct 
subjects, duplication is inevitable, but there was no need to repeat Ward’s 
Grocer’s Encyclopedia under Commercial Products, in view of the reference 
to list of trades under Food. An interesting innovation in cataloguing occurs 
under the heading Government Publications, where a note is printed respecting 
the resources of the Library. This plan of bringing information under the 
eye of the reader at the very moment of his search seems to be capable of 
useful extension. 

In the preface the remark is made that “ singularly enough, business 
men have been the last to ask or to receive special consideration from tax- 
supported public libraries.” Probably this conclusion applies also in the 
United Kingdom, but a list such as that under review shows how large is 
the bulk of literature available for the ed business man, as distinct from 
the manufacturer or technical worker. It is proposed, if this catalogue proves 
to fill a need, to issue a revised edition, expanding the entries by the addition 
of publishers’ names, prices and annotations. The utility of the list would 
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certainly be greatly increased thereby, and it is to be hoped that sufficient 
support will be received to render such an issue possible. In this connection 
a suggestion with regard to the typography of the list might be made. At 
present, probably from motives of that economy which is so necessary now-a- 
days, the whole body of the catalogue is set in roman type. In a mixed 
author and title, or author and subject index there is little disadvantage, 
but when titles and subjects are mixed, it is a great help to have them differen- 
tiated. Many titles appear at a glance to be legitimate subject-headings 
of one entry, while the commencement and end of a subject list of works 
are only indicated to the eye by a one em indentation. The adoption of heavier 
type for headings, and italic for the divisions, in the regular Library of 
Congress form, would make a far clearer appeal to the eye. Thisis buta small 
blemish in an extremely business-like piece of work, and it is to be hoped 
that the Compiler may have the opportunity of expanding so useful a list by 
that annotation which is so desirable, and, indeed, essential in every specialist 
catalogue. H.V.H. 


Dana, JoHN Cotton. Libraries: Addresses and Essays. 12 pp. 
+300. Demy 8vo. The H. W. Wilson Co., White Plains, 


U.S.A. 1916. $1.80 net. 
One of the best known and perhaps the most eloquent of American 
librarians, Mr. Dana has, in his own words, devoted himself for twenty-five 
ears ‘‘ to promoting the habits of reading, of using libraries, and of book 
uying.’ The addresses and essays reprinted in this volume represent part 
of his work in this field. His propagandist articles have appeared in many 
of the ordinary periodicals such as the Popular Science Monthly, the Spring- 
field Republican, the Outlook, and the Independent. This kind of article in 
this kind of paper does an enormous work in familiarising the public with 
library methods and library ideals. Progressin the United States has been 
rapid because of Mr. Dana and of men like him. Our propagandists are 
still to be discovered. When they get to work perhaps our progress will be 
accelerated. This volume is an excellent sample of the best method of 
bringing together the library and the public. 


Hopkins, F.M. Reference Guides that should be Known, and how to 
use them. 190 pp. gin.+6in. Cloth. 1916. Detroit: 
Willard Company. $1.50. 

A well-known authority on reference work who has looked through this 
book agrees with the present reviewer that it is a work of kindergarten 
character. This, however, does not detract from its value as a most original 
and desirable contribution to professional literature. The author, who is 
Librarian of the Detroit Central High School, describes the book in its sub- 
title as ‘‘ A series of eight groups of graded lessons on the use of reference 
books, which could be given in connection with the English courses in high 
and normal schools.’’ It will be remembered that some years ago Mr. H. R. 
Tedder made what foolish people thought the ludicrous suggestion that 
bibliography should be taught in schools. This is an attempt to give the 
notion definite shape. The eight groups consists each of from two to four 
lessons of forty minutes each, and their method is to deal with some definite 
type of reference book with explanatory specimen entries (which are here 
reproduced in facsimile), and to follow by problems which the student must 
work out for himself. In this way the young readers are taken through the 
parts of a book, indexes, bibliographies, concordances, atlases, the various 
standard dictionaries, and encyclopedias. Lessons then follow in the simplest 
possible form on the purpose and practice of classification, the card catalogue 
indexes to periodical literature, year books and almanacks, special indexes 
public documents, &c. Such a course must give a useful conspectus of the 
main problems of quick reference work. We could only pronounce judgment 
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a leaves us with the impression that the work has been done satis- 

torily. 

We repeat that this is a book that was wanted, and it would be well if 
the junior members of reference library staffs could be made to work through 
it systematically. Moreover, in the United Kingdom the reference staffs 
could use this book as a note book for giving the lessons to children from the 
schools. Seeing that few ordinary English high schools have a library in 
any way comparable to that at Detroit High School, the work would have to 
be done, and should be done, at the public reference library. 

Toronto Pusiic Lisprary. Books and Pamphlets Published in 
Canada up to the year 1837, which are in the Public Reference 
Library, Toronto. 76pp. gin. + 6in. Wrappers. No price. 
The first of a projected series of contributions to Canadian bibliography 

to be issued by the Reference Department at Toronto. The bulk of the 
list consists of a chronological arrangement of the publications in English and 
French, irrespective of subjects, from 1767. The earliest work is a prayer 
book in the Indian language, and the majority of its immediate successors 
are ordinances, proclamations, and other legal documents. The final ten 
pages of the little volume are a list of Government documents and official 
reports, periodicals, almanacks, &c. The work will be of undoubted value 
to all students of Canadian history and literature, and should find a place in 
any British collection of bibliographies. 


FICTION. 
STILGEBAUER, Dr. Epwarp. Love's Inferno. Translated by 


C. Thieme. Cr. 8vo. pp. 306. Stanley Paul &Co. 1916. 6s. 

This novel, which was not allowed to be published in Germany, is said 
to be the outburst of a conscience that refuses to be stified into silence. The 
scene is laid in Germany during the War, and gives vivid pictures of the 
soldier’s work on the West front, of the breaking up of German homes, of the 
advance of the Russians on the East, bringing destruction in their train, 
and, more ghastly than all, the work of the doctors and nurses in the 
hospitals. Those who have not had enough of this kind of reading in the 
newspapers will turn to the novel with interest, no doubt, though it is 
difficult to see why the book should be prohibited to German readers any 
more than to those of other countries. 


REPORTS. 
Croypon (County BorouGH) PusLic LIBRARIES Twenty-Seventh 

Annual Report, 1915-16. With Appendices and Sixteenth 

Annual Report of the Upper Norwood Public Library (Croydon 

and Lambeth), 1915-16. 

Population (1914) : 181,956. Income, £4,551; rate, £4,255. Expenditure: 
£4,327; books, periodicals and binding, £1,174; rent, rates and loans, £479; 
salaries, {1,495 ; a balance of £224. Stock: 100,375 volumes, illustrations, 
prints, lantern slides, &c. Issue (excluding Joint Branch), 500,131 volumes, 
illustrations, prints, lantern slides, &c. There was a decrease of 21,237 book 
issues compared with the previous year’s issue. The activities of the libraries 
were carried on notwithstanding the fact of most ofthe malestaff are serving 
with the forces. The usual special meetings, exhibitions, library object lessons, 
talks and readings, &c., were held and delivered. Fitting referenceis made to 
the loss sustained in the resignation of Mr. Jast, on his appointment to Man- 
chester. ‘‘ To fill the vacancy the Committee invited Mr. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of the Wallasey Public Libraries, to accept 
the position, and the invitation was ratified by the Council on 22nd November. 
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Mr. Sayers was trained at Bournemouth, where he was Sub-Librarian from 
1g00 to 1904, and he served as Deputy Librarian of Croydon from 1904 to 
April, 1915. He is the only Librarian who holds the Honours Diploma of 
the Library Association, is a Councillor of that body, and is also a past 
President and an Honorary Fellow of the Library Assistants’ Association. 
Mr. Sayers recommenced work in Croydon in December, and the Committee 
believe that under his direction the standard of work hitherto maintained 
will be continued. The Committee desire to express their appreciation of the 
capable way in which the Deputy-Librarian, Mr. John Warner, undertook 
the extra work thrown upon him during the interregnum.’ There is a 
good Tae Upper of Mr. Jast inserted in the Report. 

Norwood report and returns are given separately. Income, 
£825, “ae up =o of two equal grants of £375 from Croydon and Lambeth, and 
— receipts. Expenditure; £716; books, binding and periodicals, {183 ; 

ns and rates, {167; salaries, {257; has £829 in investments, {500 being 
War Loan Stock. Stock: Lending, 11,820; reference, 1,317. Issues: 
Lending, 49,182; reference, 11,009. 
Luton (BorouGH). Librarian’s Report, 1st April, 1915—3Ist 

March, 1916. 

Income, £1,206 ; rate, £994 ; rent of lecture hall, £123. Expenditure : 
Books, binding, and periodicals, £378 ; salaries, £527; a balance of £45 is 
shown. Stock: Lending, 9,446; reference, 2,336. Issues : Lending, 92,537, 
an increase of 7,292; reference, 11,355, am increase of 1,616. 

The amount of work done is very gratifying. The amount spent on 
salaries and wages (there are seven persons on the staff) is very small. It 
is noted that the lending library is already too congested. The Librarian 
writes as follows :—‘' Despite a conviction against a reader for mutilating a 
magazine in the ladies’ room and the consequent publicity, the newspapers 
and magazines are frequently mutilated in this room. As such misconduct 
is practically limited to this room, I would strongly recommend that this 
room be thrown open all day to both sexes. There has been no objection 
to throwing the room open to both sexes until 7 p.m., and there is no valid 
reason why the sexes should be separated in a public reading room.” 
NottinGcHaoM (City) Lisrary.—The Annual Report is included this 

year in brief form in the Nottingham Library Bulletin for July. 

Stock : Lending, 100,125 ; reference, 50,635. Issues: Lending, 398,679 ; 
reference, 99,560 ; special issues to soldiers, 15,000. 

The system comprises Central Lending and Reference Libraries, seven 
district lending libraries, one delivery station, twelve branch reading-rooms, 
and six juvenile lending libraries. The total attendance at the libraries 
is fixed at 1,640,821. Talks dealing with war questions have been given as 
usual in the district reading-rooms. Four new branch libraries are to be 

rovided by the Carnegie Trustees after the war. Open-access has been 
introduced into several branches during the year, and a juvenile section was 
formed at the Carlton Road Library in November. The Library maintains 
its old and well-deserved reputation for its many and appropriate activities. 


RocHDALE (County BorouGH) PusBLic LiBRaARIEs, &c.—Forty- 

Fifth Annual Report, 1915-16. 

Population (1915), 94,320. Income, £3,716—rate £3,598. Expenditure: 
Library, {1,911—salaries, £778 ; books, periodicals and binding, {602 ; loan 
charges, {241. {£996 was devoted to Art Gallery and Museum. Stock; 
Lending, 47,627; reference, 18,484. Issues: Lending, 173,062; reference, 
6,679—a decrease of 22,803 spread regularly over every department. 

A juvenile catalogue was issued, half the cost of publication being 
borne by the Education Committee ; library talks to children were given ; 
surplus periodicals were dispatched to Lancashire regiments, and collections 
of literature for the Camps Library were made. 
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LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION, SouTH Coast BRANCH.— 
The Fourth Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch was held at 
the Worthing Public Library on Thursday, July 6th. Prior to the 
meeting the Members were entertained to tea by Miss Marian Frost 
(Chief Librarian). The Hon. President of the Branch, Mr. H. D. 
Roberts (Brighton), presided over an attendance of more than 
twenty. The report on the work of the Branch for the year ending 
June 30th, 1916, was unanimously adopted. The main points are 
as follows :—The present membership is 38. The Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. Arthur Webb, joined the Army in October, 1915, and the 
Secretarial work has been carried on during his absence by the 
Hon. Treasurer, Miss Ethel Gerard, to whom the cordial thanks of 
the Committee are accorded. During the past year it has been 
found impossible to hold the usual quarterly meetings of the 
branch, but the Committee confidently hope that this cessation 
of meetings will be for “‘ the duration of the war” only. Judging 
by the interest continually shown both by members at home and 
abroad, it should be possible to resume the quarterly meetings with 
renewed enthusiasm when the members return. The prize of one 
guinea offered by Mr. H. D. Roberts for the best essay submitted 
by a member of the Branch on the subject, “ The Ideal Public 
Library from a Ratepayer’s point of view,”’ was awarded to Private 
Wilfrid Hynes, of the Hove Public Library, at present “‘ on service.” 
The Hon. Treasurer of the Branch, Miss Gerard, has been elected 
to serve as a member of the committee of Women Librarians and 
Assistants formed in connection with the Library Assistants’ 
Association. During the year eight more members of the Branch 
have joined H.M. Army, making a total of 12 serving with the 
forces. The balance-sheet showed a balance of {1 15s. od., and an 
expenditure of £3 13s. od. The officers and committee for the 
ensuing year were announced as follows :—Hon. President, Henry 
D. Roberts ; Hon. Vice-Presidents, Miss Marian Frost, Worthing ; 
H. Bond, Portsmouth ; W. R. Butterfield, Hastings ; J. H. Hard- 
castle, Eastbourne ; J. W. Lister, Hove ; Chairman, William Law, 
Brighton ; Hon. Treasurer, Miss E. Gerard, Worthing; Hon. 
Secretary, Arthur Webb, Brighton ; Committee: Miss M. M. 
Barnett, Brighton ; Miss M. Tupman, Worthing ; Miss E. Young, 
Brighton ; A. M. Hamblyn, Eastbourne ; W. Hynes, Hove; H. 
Mew, Hove. After the adoption of the report letters sent for 
that purpose by absent members of the Branch now “ on service ”’ 
were read. The senders of these interesting letters were Corporal 
G. R. Gone (Brighton), now with the A.S.C. in France, Trooper 
Royston Mason (Eastbourne), now in France with the 2nd Life 
Guards ; Privates Thomas Lowe and Victor Drogrez (Hove), both 
in Bangalore ; Private Wilfrid Hynes (Hove), winner of the prize 
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given by the Hon. President, now with the R.A.M.C. at the Military 
Hospital, Tigne, Malta ; Corporal A. C. Piper (City Librarian of 
Winchester), now in the Rifle Brigade ; Private G. V. R. Hayward, 
(Portsmouth), 16th Hants Regiment ; Sergt. B. R. Moors (Ports- 
mouth), Artists’ Rifles, O.T.C.; Private A. M. Hamblyn (East- 
bourne), A.S.C. ; Corporal A. Webb (Brighton), Hon. Sec. of the 
Branch, and Cadet H. S. Wilson, formerly of Hove, were also 
present, and related something of their military experiences. 
After the reading of these letters the resolution proposed by Miss 
Frost and seconded by Miss Gerard, was carried enthusiastically :— 
“That this Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch of the 
Library Assistants’ Association desires to place upon record its 
pride in its members who are ‘ on service ’ for their country, and 
its appreciation of the interest still shown by them for this Associa- 
tion through the letters sent by them and read at this meeting 
It wishes each member ‘Godspeed’ and a safe and early return to 
the South Coast Branch.” Votes of thanks to the writers of the 
letters, the Chairman, Miss Frost, and the Worthing Staff brought 
to a close what in war time may be called a successful meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


EDINBURGH LIBRARY'S BALANCE SHEET. 
To the Editor of THe Liprary Wor 


Dear S1r,—In your notice of my Report for 1915 you say you 
are unable to understand the omission of a Balance Sheet. I had 
better explain to you that the Edinburgh Public Library's finances 
are administered under a separate Act of Parliament by officials 
of the Corporation. 

Yours very truly, 
EDINBURGH PuBLic LIBRARY, HEW MORRISON. 
30th June, 1916. 


EPIGRAMS. 


Il.—APoLoGia OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
Tread softly! Folded in my chrysalis 
I slumber while this bitter War goes by ; 
I cannot flutter in such storms as this, 
And keep my beauty as a butterfly! R.J. 


IlIl.—To a WritEeR ON CLASSIFICATION THEORY. 


You might have won a Shelley’s crown— 
Remark, I say you might |— 

You rather chose our days to drown 
In headaches infinite. R.J. 


THE BRITISH 
CIVIL SERVICE. 


Home, Colonial, 
Indian and Diplomatic. 


By FRANCIS GEORGE HEATH. 


Price 3/6. net. 


Every Library requires this work 
for the information of those who 
are thinking of entering the service. 


GRAFTON & Co., 


Coptic House, 8, Coptic Street 
LONDON, W.C. 


Library Association 
Publications. 


Kroeger’s Guide to Reference Books 7/6 
Supplements, 1909-10, 1/3; 1911-13, 2/- 
A.L.A. Catalogue, 1904-11... .. 7/6 
AND THE 


Free Public Library, 


NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, 
Publications. 


Modern American Library Economy. 
Edited by John n 
separate chapters J. Dana 
and others... from 1/3 to 5/- 

The Library and Librarian... .. 16} 


Essay on Bibliography and the 
Attainments of a 7 -- 10/- 


FULL LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


GRAFTON & Co., 
8, Coptic St., Bloomsbury, London, 


LIBRARY WORLD 
Title Page and Index 


To 


Vol. XVII. 


NOW READY. 


Price 6d. net. 


Free to Direct Subscribers. 


Coptic Series 
for Librarians 


A PRIMER OF 
LIBRARY PRACTICE. 


By GEORGE E. ROEBUCK, Chief 

Librarian, Walthamstow Public Libraries, 

and W. BENSON THORNE, District 

Librarian, Bromley Public Library, Poplar. 
2/6 net. 


CANONS OF 


CLASSIFICATION 
Applied to “ The Subject,” “ The Expan- 
sive,” “The Decimal,” and “ The Li 

of Congress” Classifications. 

A Study in Bibliographical Classification 

Method by W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 

Chief Librarian, Croydon Public Libraries. 
2/6 net. 

OTHER VOLUMES IN PREPARATION. 


GRAFTON & Co., 
Coptic House, 8, Coptic St., W.C. 


American 


THE CARD CATALOGUE 


A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR PUBLIC 
C— AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES 
BY 
WwW. C. BERWICK SAYERS 
Croydon Public Libraries. Author of “ The Children’s Library,” etc. 


ano SAMES DOUGLAS STEWART 


Islington Public Libraries. Author of “The Sheaf Catalogue,” “How 
to Use a Library,” etc, Editor of “The English Catalogue of Books.” 


A complete handbook for the preparation of any kind of 
Card Catalogue for any kind of Library. Included also 
are chapterson OTHER LIBRARY USES OF CARDS 


Royal 8vo., about 90 pages with numerous illustrations 
and examples. Art Linen. Price 3s. net. 


GRAFTON & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


BOOK END-PAPERS 


FANCY LININGS AND COVERS. 


A variety of artistic and useful papers always in stock, 
including “Carrara,” “ Sicilian,” Floral and other patterns. 


<= SPECIAL DESIGNS PREPARED. — 
SKETCHES & SUGGESTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Patterns and Prices on application. 


WILLIAM BROWN & Co. Limited, 


36—42, ST. MARY AXE, LONDON, E.C. 
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